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SENATOR GQLDWATER'S VICTORY in the California
Republican primary has come as something of a shock, even
to many British experts on American politics. It appals and
surprises them that so naive, reactionary, and wild a man
should command such wide support. He is not at all one of
those nice respectable Americans who drool over the heritage
of the English-speaking peoples at Pilgrim Dinners. Nor is he
like those able, modest academics whom one meets at Har-
vard, or Princeton and who seems so grateful to have been
invited to dinner at an Oxbridge high table* He is so different,
too, from those tough, young New Frontiersmen who gathered
around Kennedy when he came to power three years ago.

For many British visitors in America these are the only
types they meet and they cannot understand where a man like
Senator Goldwater gets his support. They never visit the pro-
vincial cities and the small towns where most Americans live,
nor are they exposed to the same super-patriotic influences
which wash over each generation of schoolchildren as they
pass into manhood. They do not understand that the great
American myth of capitalist opportunity for all is still widely
believedj and that all the advertising, public relations, and
social pressures maintain it They do not understand that the
idea of an invincible America took an awful knock when the
first Sputnik went into cubit Millions of Americans cannot
accept the idea that there is a limitation on American power,
and they attribute her foreign reverses to the influence of
Communist traitors or weak-kneed pink Liberals who have
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